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IS Responsive to communication(s) filed on Mar 6, 1998 
□ This action is FINAL. 

. month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
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A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to exnir* ? m«„*h/«.i * u . . . 
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Disposition of Claims 

IS Claim (s) 1-8 



Of the above, claim (s) 
□ Claim (s) 



. is/are pending in the application. 



IS Claim(s) U8_ 

□ Claim (s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



_ are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 
IS The drawing(s) filed on /Jar 1998-lacking labek&lat* objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Q pproved QtapprovedB 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All DSome* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
Attachment(s) 

IS Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1-8 are presented for examination. 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 250 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
250 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means 1 ' 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

There does not appear to be an abstract filed with the application. Correction is required. 



3. The current specification do c fi<rotcsq fori&^ the required sections as follows 

(a) Title of the Invention : See 37 CFR 1.72(a). The title of the invention should be 
placed at the top of the first page of the specification. It should be brief but 
technically accurate and descriptive, preferably from two to seven words. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications : See 37 CFR 1 .78 and MPEP § 201.11. 

(c) Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research and Development : See MPEP 



(d) Reference to a "Microfiche Appendix ": See 37CFR 1.96(c) and MPEP § 608.05. 
The total number of microfiche and the total number frames should be specified. 

(e) Background of the Invention : The specification should set forth the Background of 
the Invention in two parts: 




§310. 



(1) Field of the Invention : A statement of the field of art to which the invention 
pertains. This statement may include a paraphrasing of the applicable U.S. 



# # 
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patent classification definitions of the subject matter of the claimed 
invention. This item may also be titled "Technical Field." 



(2) Description of the Related Art : A description of the related art known to 
the applicant and including, if applicable, references to specific related art 
and problems involved in the prior art which are solved by the applicant's 
invention. This item may also be titled "Background Art." 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention : A brief summary or general statement of the 

invention as set forth in 37 CFR 1.73. The summary is separate and distinct from 
the abstract and is directed toward the invention rather than the disclosure as a 
whole. The summary may point out the advantages of the invention or how it 
solves problems previously existent in the prior art (and preferably indicated in the 
Background of the Invention). In chemical cases it should point out in general 
terms the utility of the invention. If possible, the nature and gist of the invention 
or the inventive concept should be set forth. Objects of the invention should be 
treated briefly and only to the extent that they contribute to an understanding of 
the invention. 



(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the DrawingfsV A reference to and brief 
description of the drawing(s) as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .74. 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention : A description of the preferred 
embodiment(s) of the invention as required in 37 CFR 1.71. The description 
should be as short and specific as is necessary to describe the invention adequately 
and accurately. This item may also be titled "Best Mode for Carrying Out the 
Invention." Where elements or groups of elements, compounds, and processes, 
which are conventional and generally widely known in the field of the invention 
described and their exact nature or type is not necessary for an understanding and 
use of the invention by a person skilled in the art, they should not be described in 
detail. However, where particularly complicated subject matter is involved or 
where the elements, compounds, or processes may not be commonly or widely 
known in the field, the specification should refer to another patent or readily 
available publication which adequately describes the subject matter. 

(i) Claim or Claims : See 37 CFR 1.75 and MPEP § 608.01(m). The claim or claims 
must commence on separate sheet. (37 CFR 1.52(b)). Where a claim sets forth a 
plurality of elements or steps, each element or step of the claim should be 
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separated by a line indentation. There may be plural indentations to further 
segregate subcombinations or related steps. 

(j) Abstract of the Disclosure : A brief narrative of the disclosure as a whole in a single 
paragraph of 250 words or less on a separate sheet following the claims. 

(k) Drawings : See 37 CFR 1.81, 1.83-1.85, and MPEP § 608.02. 

(1) Sequence Listing : See 37 CFR 1.821-1.825. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

£ Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Brunner et al. 
U.S. Patent 5,550,971. 

The applicant's invention which relates to a master database which is more efficiently 
searched by coordination with a local cache database is essentially shown by the cited prior art 
reference. The features of the claims are shown by the prior art reference as follows: 

In claim 1, the master database is shown in the reference as the remote database element 
12 in figure 1 and the cache database is shown in the reference as the local cache database element 
26 in figure 1. The operation of the remote and cache database is essentially the same as claimed 
by the applicant as discussed on Col. 4 lines 53 et seq. and on col. 15 line 1 et seq. On Col 15, it 
is clear that searching is performed first on the local cache for efficiency, as with the seach 
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claimed by the applicant for an item of data and index first in the local cache and then the master 
cache. 

In claim 2, the first key and the second key as broadly claimed by the applicant are shown 
in the cited reference as the first data type and the second data type for arranging data in the 
database management scheme as taught on Col. 5 line 36 et seq. The data type and search key 
reflect the various levels of the database as described on Col. 5 line 20 et seq. These layers are 
common to both the cache database and the remote database. 

Claims 5 and 6 are rejected in the analysis above and are rejected on that basis. 

Claims 3 and 4 and 7 and 8 provide details of design choice such as a key being designated 
as a time stamp and the method being used in a client server system. The client/server aspect is 
also shown by the reference in that the context of the prior art is client and case retrieval as shown 
on Col. 6 line 10 et seq. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to John G. Mills whose telephone number is (703) 308-9822. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from to 9:30 to 5:00. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor,Thomas Black , can be reached on (703)-305-9707 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703-305-9731) . 




John G. Mills 



Art Unit 2771 




Primary Examiner 



